[Expression of apoptosis-related gene products in human brain tumors and apoptosis-inducing therapy].
To elucidate the mechanism of apoptosis in brain tumors, we analyzed the expression of apoptosis-related gene products in cultured glioma cells and biopsied brain tumor specimens. Fas, Bcl-2 family (Bcl-2, Bcl-x and Bax) and ICE family (ICE, Ich-1) were found to be involved in tumorigenesis of certain brain tumors. It was also clarified that OK-432 activated mononuclear cells could kill T98G glioblastoma cells by apoptotic mechanism through the Fas ligand/Fas system.